
From The Counselor 
 

Welcome to Bradley Elementary School.  I am looking forward to another great year at  

Bradley.   

If you have questions or concerns please stop by my office or call. 

  My phone number is 651-6915 extension 1142 and my e-mail is abunge@ftlvn.com.  

 I look forward to working with you and your children this school year.   

 

Arlen Bunge, 

Counselor 
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Welcome, 

My name is John Ernst and I am excited to be the principal at Bradley Elementary this year.  I received my 

Bachelor’s degree from Coe College in Cedar Rapids, Iowa and my Master’s degree from Baker University.  

I grew up in the small town of Monona Iowa, where both my parents were life time educators in the public 

schools.  I began my teaching career in Iowa where I taught 4th grade for three years.  In 2003, I moved to 

Kansas and taught 2nd and 6th grades in De Soto.  After I left De Soto, I was an  Assistant Principal at 

Turner Middle School and last year, I was the Principal at Holton High School. 

 I live in Olathe with my wife Heidi and two children, Joe 3 and Carlie 1, plus a yellow lab, Miles.  Heidi 

works for Manko Windows and is a Sale Representative for Kansas and Missouri.  We are avid boaters and 

try to get out on the water as much as possible.  Miles and I enjoy hunting ducks and geese whenever we 

get the opportunity. 

Bradley has a very strong teaching staff with a wide variety of experience.  As a staff, we will use          

Professional Learning       Communities (PLC) to stay abreast to the most innovative teaching strategies that 

are research based.  We will work hard to  challenge your child and to give them the best education        

possible. 

I am excited to work with and get to know your child this year.  If you have any questions or concerns, 

please feel free to contact me at 913-651-6915 or e-mail me at jernst@ftlvn.com 

 

John Ernst                                                                                                                                                          

 Bradley Elementary Principal 
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Nurses Corner 
  

Welcome!  I am looking forward to meeting all the new and returning students and 

their families.  After enrollment I will be letting parents know of any missing items that I 

need for each student’s file such as physicals, shot records, allergy or asthma forms.  Please 

get these items to me as soon as possible.  We also need home, work, and emergency contact 

numbers to add to each child’s record in case of an emergency.  Please make sure you re-

view our health policy and other health information on my web page at 

www.bradley.usd207.com.  

  

Kansas Law – Kansas requires all kindergarten students and any new students (new to 

Kansas), 8 years old and under, to have a school physical dated no later than January 1st 

2010.  Note that this is a onetime requirement.  All students must have an up-to-date         

immunization record on file in the nurse’s office.  New immunization changes are listed   

below.  Three doses of Hepatitis B are required through 10th grade.  Two doses of Varicella 

(chickenpox) are required for Kindergarten and 1st grade; one dose is required for grades    

2-10 unless proof of disease documented by a licensed physician is provided (note that two 

doses are recommended for all ages).  Booster dose of Tdap (Tetanus and Pertussis) is      

required at 7th grade if more than 2 years since previous dose of Td (Tetanus).  Two doses of 

Hepatitis A are required for children less than 5 years of age in our early childhood          

(Pre-Kindergarten) program. 

  

Hearing and vision screenings are coming up in September.  If you would like to   

volunteer to help please call me at 651-6915, ext. 1114.   

  

If your child is sick, has an appointment or will not be at school, please call the school 

at 651-6915 and leave a message or email your child’s teacher.   

 

Thank you. 

Stacy Hipskind, RN 

Bradley School Nurse 

shipskind@ftlvn.com 
 

http://www.bradley.usd207.com
mailto:shipskind@ftlvn.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bradley Art~ 
 Welcome to the wonderful world of art at Bradley Elementary!  I 
am excited to have the opportunity to work with your child in a 
unique and fun environment such as the art room.   
  We will be learning about different artists and techniques as we 
progress throughout the year.  Your child will have art for 45       
minutes on a rotating schedule.  At times, I may meet with some 
classes twice during a week.    
We have many adventures to explore and lots of materials to use so 
come prepared for a fun and exciting year. 
Find the artist in you and be ready to create! 
Mrs. Hanf 
“Color in a picture is like enthusiasm in life”…Pablo Picasso 
 



 

 

 

Physical Education 
 

 Welcome to Bradley Elementary School’s Physical Education program.  We will be 

using a rotational schedule (A-B-C-D).  Students will come to P.E.depending on the day in 

the rotation we are on.  Please check with your child or their classroom teacher to see what 

days they come to P.E. so appropriate dress can be worn. 

 In P.E. we do a variety of units to meet each students developmental level.  Several 

examples include: badminton, ball handling, manipulatives, striking, kicking, floor 

hockey, golf, and team building. 

 For the safety of all students, please make sure your child wears or brings their  

tennis shoes to school on P.E. days.  Boots, sandals, etc. are dangerous and could damage 

the equipment we have.  If girls choose to wear a dress please make sure they have shorts 

underneath.  If you have any questions, comments, or concerns please don’t hesitate to 

 E-mail me at pamon@ftlvn.com.  Thank you and I look forward to working with your 

child this year. 

 

        Mr. Amon 

        P.E. Instructor 
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  Welcome new parents and students. Our goal is to involve children in      

explorations that make their minds “wonder and know” that they are practicing science. Mrs. 

Stapfer and I work to create and deliver hands-on active learning in the areas of science, math, 

and technology for all our children Grades K-6. We design our lessons based on the State of 

Kansas Science curriculum outcomes.  

 

We recycle and we hope you do too.  If you have clear plastic 2 liter bottles (rinsed),  

water bottles, and film canisters, we would gladly reuse them during science investigations.  

Your help is greatly appreciated.  You can send any of these items to school with your child or 

you can drop them off in the 21st Century classroom. 

 

We would love to have your assistance in the lab. To volunteer to work with groups of students 

during their visits to the 21st Century classroom please email me, Mr. Denton, at                

sdenton@ftlvn.com or call me at (913)651-6915 ext.1301. 

 

Stephen C. Denton 

21st Century Science Instructor 

 

21st Century Classroom News 

from Mr. Denton 

mailto:sdenton@ftlvn.com


 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Box Tops For Education 
At Bradley Elementary 

August 2010  

 
 Itõs back to school time!  Welcome to Bradley Elementary! 
Here at Bradley we participate in the General Mills Box Tops for   Education Program.  In 

this program we redeem 10 cent Box Tops coupons for cash with the Box Tops           
Program.  We ask you to look for these coupons on the products you already purchase, 

and then send them in to school.  Each teacher has a collection envelope, where your 
child can deposit Box Tops.  We do the rest!  
 .  

 Bradley can also earn money through your online shopping.  The Box Tops  website 
www.boxtops4education.com links to many popular websites and stores.  If you begin your 

shopping from a link on the box tops website, the store will make a donation to Bradley 
equal to a percentage of your total shopping trip!  That adds up fast!  
 You can find more information on the Box Tops program in general, the             

participating products, and ways to make supporting the school fun at the Box Tops  
website.  Or for an update of what is going on with the Box Tops program here at     
Bradley you can find information on the Box Tops page under the Parents tab on the 

Bradley website.    
   Weõre looking forward to a great year here at Bradley, I hope you are too! 

 
  

http://www.boxtops4education/


 

 

 
  

 

Music Notes~  
 
Welcome to the sweet sounds of music at Bradley Elementary 
School!  I am excited to teach music this year!  We will be 
playing instruments, singing songs, learning dances and most 
of all, having fun in music class!  I base my teaching on the 
Orff -Schulwerk philosophy -- meaning every student gets to 
play instruments and have an input in their learning.  We will 
be playing xylophones, tubano drums, non -pitched percus-
sion, recorders and many, many more.  Music at Bradley      
offers every student a chance to perform in a grade level     
musical or program.  Each class meets on a rotation for ap-
proximately 45 minutes.  Bradley also offers Band to 5th and 
6th graders and Choir to 4th, 5th, and 6th graders.  Band and 
Choir meets before school from 7:30 -8:00 am.  I am excited 
for a wonderful year full of the sweet sounds of music!  
 
~Mrs. Martin  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Welcome to the Bradley Library Media Center! 

I hope you’ll come in, take a look around, and introduce yourself. I’m Shirley Hargis, the  

library media specialist, and this is my fourth year at Bradley. Our excellent library aide is Lou 

Ortiz. 

     Here at Bradley, students have access to a collection of books and magazines that we hope 

will inspire and stimulate their interest in reading and learning. We also provide educational 

 materials to support our teachers and staff in all curriculum  

areas. Each week students have a  

scheduled library period for information  

literacy instruction, which provides skills 

 necessary to negotiate our information- 

rich society. 

 Visit our library website 
 Our virtual library-our website-provides additional 

reading and information resources, which you can access 

from any computer.  You'll find the link on Bradley’s 

home page http://bradley.usd207.com/, or start at the Fort 

Leavenworth USD 207 site, http://usd207.com/, and go 

from there. 

 

     Dive into . . . 

     The library sponsors several reading promotions  

throughout the year, and we invite parents to get 

 involved, too! You can look ahead to the annual  

Scholastic Book Fair in October and the Cat in the  

Hat Café in March. We also participate in the year-long 

 KU Reading Program and the William Allen White Book 

Awards– two programs unique to Kansas. 

We have some surprises in store and several other  

activities in the works, so stay tuned. 

 

 

News 

           Bradley Library Media Center 

Library Media Center  

Mission Statement    

The mission of the  

Bradley Elementary School 

Library is to ensure that  

students and staff are  

effective users of ideas and 

information. The Bradley  

Elementary School Library 

Media Center and library  

media program provides  

intellectual and physical  

access to materials in all 

 formats, provides  

instruction to foster  

competence and stimulate  

interest in reading, viewing, 

and using information and 

ideas. The librarian works 

with other educators to design 

learning strategies to meet the 

needs of individual students. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers 
We welcome parent volunteers in the library. If you are interested in helping out, you can sign 

up in the office during enrollment or contact me or Mrs. Ortiz by e-mail (shargis@ftlvn.com,  

lortiz@fltvn.com) or by phone (913 651-6915). 

 

Check it out . . . 

 For those who are new to Bradley Elementary here’s a short rundown of our procedures, and a 

quick review for those of you who are returning. 

Check-out  Students may check out a book with unlimited renewals, as long as no one else 

has requested it. They need to bring books back to the library to renew them before any 

additional books can be checked out. They should bring books back for check-in or 

 renewal each time they have library class. 

Return books any time, not just during library class. Because teachers are great supporters 

of reading, they often let students come to the library throughout the week. If students 

leave a book at home on library day, they can return it the next day and then check out a 

new one. 

Pre-K, Kindergarten, and First Grade students may check out one book at a time. 

Second- through Sixth-grade students can check out two books at a time. 

No overdue fines, but we do ask for replacement costs if a book is lost or damaged beyond 

repair. 

 

Shirley Hargis 

Bradley Library Media Specialist 

shargis@ftlvn.com 
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Student Council News 

 
 General Omar Nelson Bradley Elementary has a 

hard-working group of  students to help promote 

positive behavior and school spirit.  These are the 4th

-6th graders that are elected to our student council.  

They meet every Tuesdays after school for 30       

minutes.  Four officers are elected from this elected 

body.  We elect 2 representative from each classroom 

(4th-6th) and then teachers may select three more 

from their grade level.  These  students are a driving 

force in our school.  Student leadership is key to a 

successful school environment.  We look  

forward to a wonderful academic year here at  

Bradley Elementary. 

Go Bradley Buffaloes! 

 


